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BACKGROUND 

THE YOUTH STRATEGIC REFERENCE GROUP 

Northern Beaches Council established 11 Strategic Reference Groups to assist the 
Council in the development of the draft Community Strategic Plan (CSP).  
 
In addition to providing input to the draft vision, priorities and objectives for the CSP, 
the Youth Strategic Reference Group (SRG) was also tasked to: 

• Provide input to the vision, priorities and objectives for the Northern Beaches 
Draft Community Strategic Plan;  

• Empower young people to initiate and participate in making the Northern 
Beaches a youth oriented place that responds to their needs; 

• Provide opportunities for young people to plan, coordinate and engage in the 
delivery of programs and events; 

• Identify opportunities for mentoring across the Northern Beaches Council 

• Encourage and support youth participants (14 – 24 years) in participating in 
decision making, planning and engagement; 

• Support ongoing use of technology for engagement with youth. 
 

 
The Youth SRG met five times between September 2016 and June 2017 to consider 
a range of issues relevant to young people on the Northern Beaches. This work 
informed the development of the relevant goals and strategies for the Draft 
Community Strategic Plan. 

 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS PAPER 

The aim of this key issues paper is to provide a summary of the key issues and 
priorities identified by the Youth SRG and to give detail to some of the relevant high 
level goals and strategies outlined in the draft CSP.   
 
Further, the work undertaken by the SRG and the key themes that emerged from a 
workshop undertaken on April 27 will assist the new Council and the staff to better 
understand the key priorities for Young People on the Northern Beaches and how 
these might be addressed in future planning processes. 
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A SNAPSHOT OF YOUNG PEOPLE ON THE NORTHERN BEACHES  
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OVERVIEW OF KEY ISSUES DISCUSSED 

The Youth SRG had a number of opportunities to consider the key issues and 
priorities for young people on the Northern Beaches and provide input into the 
development of the Draft CSP.  
 
In addition to this work, members of the SRG were able to build on their current 
knowledge of the issues that affect young people on the Northern Beaches such as: 
young people and recreation, young people and housing, and transport for young 
people through a series of detailed presentations and discussions. Please see below 
further detail on these discussions.  
 

3A. INPUT INTO THE DRAFT CSP 

The initial meeting held on September 28 was a joint meeting of all the 11 Northern 
Beaches Council Strategic Reference Groups. During this meeting individual 
members were invited to contribute to the development of the Northern Beaches 
Draft CSP (Stage One), as well as give feedback on the draft Vision and the Issues 
Paper. Following this exercise any missing issues and opportunities from the initial 
CSP Issues Paper were identified and captured. Please see Appendix 1 for more 
detail. 
 
This information was then presented back to the Youth SRG at the meeting held on 
November 9 and further feedback was sought to identify key priorities for young 
people, some of these included: 
 

• Limited opportunities for young people to be active, showcase their talents 
and skills, and connect with their peers 

• Limited range of tertiary education facilities and training opportunities on the 
Northern Beaches (including apprenticeships and university degrees) 

• The ever increasing price of housing and lack of affordable stock and housing 
options, particularly for key workers, people on low incomes, people with a 
disability and young people 

• Youth need more opportunities to be mentored, have their views incorporated, 
reduce homelessness, and access education and training 

• Not enough support/infrastructure for active travel and small-scale accessible 
transit e.g. community buses and cycle ways 

• Impacts of drug and alcohol intake on public health and wellbeing, including 
safety risks in public places 

• Increased prevalence of mental health issues among young people. 
 

For full details of this exercise please see Appendix 2. 
 

3B. YOUNG PEOPLE AND RECREATION 

Adolescence is a time where significant development occurs, where young people 
make choices which will affect their transition into adulthood. Positive experiences 
and support to learn and make positive choices is paramount during this period. This 
support can occur both at home but also within their community. Providing them with 
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opportunities to interact and engage in positive activities and programs can foster 
aspirations, skills and overall well-being which are vital to health and development of 
our young people.  
 
Ongoing boredom and lack of relevant activities can lead to increased social 
isolation. Evidence supports a link between young people having nothing to do, and 
an increased risk of them participating in underage drinking and other anti-social 
behaviour. A self-perpetuating process of disengagement results as young people do 
not engage politically and socially outside of their demographic if they feel 
marginalised. Conversely, increased community participation is associated with 
better mental health and greater feelings of wellbeing and life satisfaction. Social and 
physical recreation activities can provide opportunities for young people to 
participate in community activities and feel genuinely valued, connect with other 
young people and across generations and interests, gain insights into their 
environment, and enhance skills, experiences and knowledge.  
 
November’s SRG meeting included a discussion on ‘Northern Beaches Young 
People’s Sense of Belonging and Connectedness with their Community, People and 
Place’. During this discussion the group identified sub-groups of young people based 
on how they identify themselves (values, beliefs, interests, attitudes) including 
younger and older age brackets across the ‘young people’ definition of 12-24 years; 
sexual minority (LGBTQA+); student status, disengaged; sporty; arty / creative; and 
disability. This highlighted the range of varied interests and motivations to connect 
with and participate in their community.  
 
The group was also able to identify who else, other than Northern Beaches Council, 
was facilitating and offering opportunities for social and recreational activities, 
including sporting groups, education institutions, licenced venues, social media 
platforms, parents, Rotary, church groups, volunteering groups, and young people 
themselves.  
 
From these discussions, the group worked in smaller groups to consider a ‘persona’ 
from a collection of images representing different sub-groups of young people, and 
encouraged to consider from their perspective how they make decisions about 
participating in different recreational opportunities. From this the group provided and 
gained insight into the different motivating factors and important considerations when 
planning these opportunities. These included how accepted they would be based on 
age and gender, how relevant it is based on their interests, how accessible the 
venue is both geographically and for people with disability.  
 
The meeting ended prior to the last discussion point of the roles of Council and the 
community in increasing participation and benefits young people derive from 
recreational programs. However, this discussion took place during the SRG meeting 
in February 2017. The group discussed Council’s role in coordinating and/or 
assisting community engagement and connecting the community with activities as 
well as finding solutions through consultation and running events and activities. They 
also discussed the role parents play in creating opportunities and linking their young 
people with activities. Local businesses were also considered potential stakeholders 
with ideas discussed around collaborative projects between them, Council and non-
government organisations (NGO’s).  
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3C. YOUNG PEOPLE AND HOUSING 

Homelessness and the lack of affordable housing options for young people is an 
issue shared by communities across the country. The Northern Beaches is not 
immune to these issues and the flow-on effect it has on the broader community. 
Figures released in recent years by numerous agencies including State Government, 
Homelessness Australia, and Y Foundations report an increase in numbers of 
people, including young people, experiencing homelessness. The reasons are varied 
including family and domestic violence, mental health, relationship breakdowns, and 
financial difficulty. Mortgage and rental stress, where more than 30% of the 
household’s pre-tax income is spent on mortgage or rental payments, is a significant 
and growing cause of homelessness. 
 
The SRG meeting which took place in February 2017 provided an opportunity for the 
group to gain insight into homelessness, what it looks like across NSW, and more 
locally for the Northern Sydney region. It is an important conversation for the 
community to have, even for the Northern Beaches which is not a region typically 
referenced in figures and statistics about homelessness. The workshop also 
provided an opportunity for situations of homelessness to be considered from the 
perspective of a young person, understanding a significant risk factor for long term 
homelessness is the experience of youth (aged under 18 in particular) 
homelessness. 
 
The definitions of homelessness as discussed throughout the SRG meeting were: 
 

• Primary homelessness: rough sleeping, squats, cars 

• Secondary homelessness: people on the move frequently, e.g. emergency 
accommodation, youth refuges, couch surfing 

• Tertiary homelessness: living in premises with no security of a lease, no 
access to basic private facilities, e.g. medium – long term boarding 
houses, caravan parks 

• At risk of homelessness: young people ‘couch surfing’; beginning to 
disengage from school; experiencing family conflict 

• Early intervention: focusing on building the capacity and resilience of 
young people, providing support before becoming entrenched in the cycle 
of homelessness 

 
The difference between ‘Social Housing’ and ‘Affordable Housing’ was also defined: 

• Social housing: NSW Public Housing; Community Housing (e.g. Link 
Housing) 

• Affordable housing: property which is available to buy or rent at a lower 
rate than the market so people are able to meet other basic living costs 
such as food, clothing, transport, etc.  

 
Healthy communities are characterised by a diversity of people and places. Without 
affordable housing options, communities become homogenous. More affordable and 
low cost housing options are needed to prevent homelessness, but this is only part 
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of the picture. Another part is the support available to people experiencing 
homelessness, and early intervention strategies when people are at risk of 
homelessness.  
 
Julie Acton, Program Manager at Mission Australia, was invited to this SRG meeting 
to present the 2016 Northern Sydney Homelessness Data Project, a report 
undertaken by the community sector to gain a more comprehensive snapshot of 
homelessness across the Northern Sydney District. A total of 86 organisations were 
engaged to participate in the project, including government, non-government, 
religious based, funded and non-funded organisations, Council, and telephone 
referral lines. These organisations represent the support available to people 
experiencing homelessness or at risk locally to the Northern Beaches. 
 
In her presentation, Julie Acton highlighted some of the findings: 
 

• The Data Project took place over five days in February 2016. During this 
period 274 contacts were made, either face to face, over the phone, or email 
interaction resulting in assistance, support and/or referral 

• The most common presenting issues were financial stress, mental health, and 
family and domestic violence 

• More than 50% of referrals had more than one presenting issue 

• Number of ‘beds’ for young people: seven seeking short term accommodation 
(up to three months); fifty nine for long term accommodation (three to 
eighteen months) 

 
The workshop ended with a discussion about Northern Beaches Council’s role in the 
topic of youth homelessness, and affordable housing options more broadly. 
Discussion points included: 
 

• With Council being the closest level of Government to the community, they 
are in a position to see and hear first-hand the trends, issues, and 
opportunities available. Council can use this information to educate the 
community and to advocate on behalf of community members 

• More affordable housing options are needed on the Northern Beaches, and 
Council can provide influence during the planning and decision-making 
process of new proposed developments 

• A healthy, resourced youth sector is equally important. Council can provide 
resources to maintain a strong sector, for example partnerships, sector 
development, and advocacy 

 
When looking for support, information, or advice for young people who are 
experiencing homelessness, or any other issues putting them at risk, the SRG group 
listed their sources as online searches (Google), friends, and family members as well 
as through the school community such as teachers, school counsellors and student-
run campaigns. 
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3D. YOUNG PEOPLE AND TRANSPORT 

Transport is extremely important in every community as it enables access to the 
following: services, facilities, environments, various social networks, activities and 
events. Access to sufficient public transport is a significant issue that affects the 
community at large due to the isolating geography of the Northern Beaches. 
However, young people, who may not have access to private modes of transport due 
to their age or for financial reasons are particularly more reliant on public transport 
than others. 
 
The difficulty that young people face in accessing transport has been acknowledged 
by various former Council papers and documents, including the former Pittwater 
Social Plan 2012-2016, former Pittwater Emerging Issues Paper: Youth and Families 
and the former Manly Council Youth Strategy 2014. These plans suggested that 
young people are reliant on public transport for a number of reasons such as: getting 
around the Northern Beaches, establishing and maintaining social interactions and 
networks and accessing services and facilities. Public transport on the Northern 
Beaches mainly resides on ‘trunk routes’ or main roads such as Pittwater Rd, 
Warringah Rd and Barrenjoey Rd, therefore roads outside of these main 
thoroughfares or ‘feeder routes’ are not as well serviced and therefore present 
problems to young people who cannot easily access the main routes (Pittwater 
Social Plan 2012-2016).  
 
The negative consequences for this poor access to public transport for young people 
includes disengagement from social networks and support services, lack of access 
to education, particularly tertiary education and increased difficulty in accessing 
employment (Pittwater Social Plan 2012-2016).  
 
At the meeting held on April 27, 2017 a discussion was held with the Youth SRG on 
the issue of young people and transport on the Northern Beaches. With the imminent 
arrival of the B-Line service on the Northern Beaches this discussion was timely as 
there may be future opportunities to influence decisions around service re-design. 
The main points captured from this discussion were: 
 

• Young people require faster and more direct transport 

• Services are needed later in the evening 

• Transport increases the independence of young people, who can then 
become less reliant on parents 

• There is a need for greater connection between transport modes (e.g. bus to 
train) 

• There is a lack of transport to the west, for example transport to Macquarie 
University 

• There needs to be better off-road cycle paths 

• Difficult suburbs to use public transport include: Frenchs Forrest, Belrose and 
Terrey Hills, Bayview and Ingleside 

• Transport is a deciding factor when considering University choices. 
 
For full details on this discussion please see Appendix 3. 
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WORKSHOP 

The next step for the SRG was to build upon the body of work that has been 
undertaken and to deliver a Key Issues for Young People paper as a reference for 
the incoming Council in September 2017.  
 
The SRG meeting on 27 April 2017 included a one hour workshop. The aim of the 
workshop was to focus in depth on identified goals and strategies for the Draft CSP 
(Stage Two) that were particularly relevant to young people. 
 
Members were divided into two groups, with each group allocated a certain number 
of goals and strategies to explore in relation to the potential barriers and 
opportunities that exist.  
 
The notes from the workshop were then circulated to committee members for their 
review and comment. For full details and notes on this workshop please see 
Appendix 5.  

KEY THEMES 

There were a series of key themes that emerged from the workshop, these are: 
places and spaces for young people, engaging young people and employment and 
training opportunities on the Northern Beaches and the health and wellbeing of 
young people and their families. These themes are explored in more detail below. 

Places and Spaces for Young People 

There was strong theme that emerged from the workshop around generating public 
spaces on the Northern Beaches that were more inclusive of young people. There 
was a feeling amongst members of the SRG that there isn’t much of an offering of 
public spaces and venues that accommodated the needs of young people. The 
group felt that most public places on the Northern Beaches catered for those less 
than 12 years old and their families however did not have much to offer youth. One 
of the other key issues raised by the SRG was around access; even when there are 
some great places in the community for young people they can be hard to access 
due to lack of transport and isolation, for example YOYO’s. Another key barrier was 
the negative perception and stigma sometimes held by the broader community about 
young people ‘hanging out’ in public.  
 
One of the solutions offered by the group was to build more ‘inclusive’ public spaces 
that met the needs of a diverse group of users and that also encourage inter-
generational connection, rather than designated spaces for particular groups. 
Adapting current public outdoor places was also to become more multi-purpose was 
also discussed, for instance skate parks that incorporated open spaces for handball, 
or a mixed ball court and picnic tables. This idea could also be adapted to suit 
Council’s current indoor spaces, such as: YOYO’s (Frenchs Forrest), Ted Blackwood 
Memorial Hall (Mona Vale), Manly Youth Centre and PCYC (Dee Why). These 
community spaces could be customised to enable young people to run their own 
events and activities, such as band nights. 
 
The group expressed the need for public spaces that encourage un-structured 
recreation, as opposed to just structured recreation (sport), this could include beach 
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volleyball nets, wall ball, table tennis facilities and outdoor public performance 
spaces/stages.  As an alternative to permanent infrastructure ideas were raised 
around Council facilitating a ‘pop-up’ style infrastructure for events, productions and 
general recreation. Please see below a list of the ‘barriers’ and ‘opportunities’ 
identified by the group in relation to this theme: 
 

BARRIERS  

� Lack of open spaces 

� Access to venues (eg. no public transport) 

� The stigma and perception of young people 

� Space needs to be multipurpose 

� Lack of venues/ facilities for young people to utilise (e.g. music venues) 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 

� Multi-purpose spaces for people of all ages (including young people, not just 
children) 

� Outdoor performance spaces 

� Pop-up infrastructure 

� Table tennis in public spaces 

� Design spaces that encourage social interaction 

� Provide spaces/ venues that can be used by young people for a range of 
activities (e.g. live music) 

� Provide spaces that facilitate un-structured recreation (e.g. beach volleyball, 
mixed use courts, wall ball etc.) 

� Skate parks that are multi-purpose, e.g. meet the needs of a diverse group 

� Free outdoor gyms in parks that are compatible with fitness technology such as 
MapMyFitness or KOMPAN Cross Systems 

 

EFFECTIVELY ENGAGING WITH YOUNG PEOPLE 

The SRG gave feedback that Council does not always effectively engage with young 
people. Engagement in this context refers to the ability to communicate with young 
people and engagement through events, activities and programs. One of the 
identified barriers to effectively engaging with young people was that Council does 
not know the correct channels to communicate effectively with young people; 
traditional marketing and communication methods have limited reach. Further to this, 
young people do not see the Council website as a tool that they would use; their 
preferred method to receive information and communicate is through social media 
and alternative avenues.  The group also felt that some Council branded events for 
young people can be seen as ‘a bit lame’, particularly by those over 18 years old.  
Another issue was the lack of access to a large population of young people to 
engage with, such as university students.  
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Communicating through social media and marketing events and programs for young 
people through social media influencers was suggested as a solution to young 
people engaging better with Council run activities. The other suggestion was to 
expand the scope and variety of programs on offer to young people in order to 
engage with those that may not be interested in music only events. Throughout the 
duration of the SRG meetings there was some discussion around how young people 
can be involved in decision making, including Council decision making processes.  
 
Please see below a detailed list of the identified ‘barriers’ and ‘opportunities’ in 
relation to youth engagement 
 

BARRIERS 

� Some “young people only events” can be seen as a bit lame  

� Council website is not a tool that young people use 

� Some events are only promoted through traditional means of communication 
e.g. Shoreshocked 

� Not knowing how to connect with young people 

� Knowing the right channels to connect with young people 

� We don’t have a university, therefore communication with a bulk population of 
young people is difficult 

 

OPPORTUNITIES  

� Communicating through social media influencers 

� We need a diverse range of events, not just music events to engage young 
people 

� Council model for Youth engagement in decision-making incl. Youth 
consultants group, youth volunteers and youth forum 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

The SRG identified the lack of learning and development opportunities for young 
people through Council and generally on the Northern Beaches. It is important to 
note here that this theme is slightly limited to the topic of volunteering as the group 
was reviewing the draft goals and strategies in the CSP which relate specifically to 
volunteering opportunities. However, from this topic some broader discussions 
around learning and development opportunities for young people emerged.  
 
The group felt that volunteering was valuable for young people in providing 
experience in the workforce and developing life skills, however suggested that 
training opportunities, rather than traditional volunteering was more appealing to 
young people.  There was a sense amongst the group that volunteering can 
sometimes be an unattractive opportunity for young people as there is a perception 
that these organisations and committees are predominately comprised of older 
members. The other barrier to employment and training for young people was that 
they tend to have to move out of area or travel long distances for these opportunities. 



Key Issues for Young People – SRG Issues Paper Page 13 

 

 
The group expressed strongly that young people on the Northern Beaches are 
genuinely interested and motivated by opportunities to further develop their skills and 
education which assist in preparing them for their future, particularly the workforce. 
There were a range of creative solutions offered by the SRG on how to improve 
learning and development opportunities for young people on the Northern Beaches. 
One of these ideas included Council facilitating opportunities for young people to 
develop ‘real life’ skills and experience through training, innovative workshops and 
entrepreneurship programs that would prepare them for the workforce. Another idea 
offered by the group was to facilitate and encourage the development of creative and 
collaborative workspaces, such as a co-lab in a library or shared office spaces.  
 

BARRIERS 

� Volunteer opportunities and committees are consist of mainly older people 

� Not the right opportunities being offered 

� Volunteering - can conflict with desire to earn money 

� Knowing who to contact in Council for work experience opportunities 

� Feeling judged as a young person 

� Disconnect between training/education and job demand. E.g. an oversupply of 
graduates in one industry 

� Young people have to move out of area or travel for university 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 

� Skills development workshops for young people such as social; media, public 
speaking an volunteering to learn new skills 

� Promote volunteering opportunities to young people, such as youth 
committee’s 

� Volunteering provides young people with opportunities to experience the 
workforce, build their resume, build life skills and experience for interviews 

� There is a genuine interest from young people to get involved in social justice 
causes and charities 

� Incorporate private spaces within libraries for young people to work together 
and collaborate on ideas 

� Offer training opportunities so that young people are better equipped for future 
opportunities   

� Offer more social innovation and entrepreneurship workshops that offer real 
life training such as how to run a business 

� Facilitate the development of local creative, collaborative workspaces and 
shared offices 

THE HEALTH AND WELLBEING OF YOUNG PEOPLE AND THEIR FAMILIES 

There was limited time to explore the wellbeing of young people and their families 
during the SRG workshop, however we know that through the course of the previous 
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SRG meetings and through extensive consultation with young people, their families 
and local services that this is a key issue; therefore we felt it needed to be addressed 
in this paper.  
 
Children and young people develop within a network of important relationships and 
connections; the family unit, particularly parents are a key influence within this 
network and therefore when working with young people it is important that we keep 
this in mind. Families, in their many contemporary forms, and the family home are 
the environments in which most children and young people learn their core life 
values, gain a sense of personal safety and connectedness and develop their sense 
of identity. It is where they develop and grow, form the base of their physical and 
emotional wellbeing, and where life-long relationships are forged (Youth and 
Families Paper, 2014). Parents are an important and positive influence in a young 
person’s life and therefore it is crucial that Council engagement strategies with young 
people incorporate parents. 
 
Traditionally there have always been barriers to engaging effectively with parents of 
young people. Such barriers include the negative stigma or perception about parents 
attending such workshops and seminars, that somehow this implies that they need 
assistance in parenting and caring for their child. Therefore it is employ a strengths 
based approach to parent engagement that acknowledges the expertise, skills and 
knowledge that parents already have.  
 
There are many opportunities for Council to effectively engage with parents of young 
people that builds upon their current skills and knowledge. An opportunity exists for 
Council to facilitate the delivery of a more coordinated and comprehensive approach 
to parent engagement, this could include parenting with youth organisations, NSW 
Health and Headspace to run programs, workshops and seminars that empower 
parents to make change where needed and to focus on fostering a more positive 
family unit.  
 
Vital to the health and wellbeing of young people is access to services and support. 
Access to community and youth services for young people and their families has 
been identified as a significant barrier as the majority of these services are located in 
the southern geographical area of the Northern Beaches (For example: Sydney Drug 
Education Counselling Centre (SDECC) Manly; Headspace Brookvale; Youth Reach 
Brookvale; Burdekin Brookvale; Mission Australia Brookvale; StreetWork Manly). 
The stigma that surrounds mental health has also been identified as a significant 
barrier to young people and their families seeking help  
 
An opportunity has been identified by some local youth focused services to provide 
outreach support to young people and their families across the whole Northern 
Beaches region as per their funding requirements. This includes youth services that 
are located in the broader Northern Sydney region but are funded to achieve 
outcomes on the Northern Beaches. It is envisaged that this would be delivered via a 
‘Health Hub’, where young people and their families could access various services 
on a specific day.  
 
Please see below some detail around the identified ‘barriers’ and ‘opportunities’ to 
the wellbeing of young people and their families: 
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BARRIERS 

� Access to services that are predominately located in the southern part of the 
LGA 

� Limited resources (financial and human) available within the youth services 
sector and Council 

� Stigma associated with mental health that inhibits young people and their 
families from seeking help  

� Negative perception around parents attending parent engagement 
opportunities 

� Parents are time poor 

� Traditional parent engagement style is not always effective (e.g. seminars, 
workshops, info sessions)  

 
 

OPPORTUNITIES 

� Wellbeing Hub of services for young people and families in a northern location 
on the peninsula 

� A coordinated approach to engage with parents, in particular utilising ‘informal’ 
opportunities for engagement 

� Inter-generational events that meet the needs of young people and their 
parents 
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CLOSING COMMENTS 

The intent of this key issues paper was to summarise the work that has been 
completed by the Youth SRG in identifying the key priorities for young people on the 
Northern Beaches and utilise this work to inform the incoming Council in September 
2017. These priorities were identified through various discussions on key issues and 
a workshop held with the Youth SRG on April 27. The key issues that emerged for 
young people on the Northern Beaches included: 
 

• Young people and transport 

• Affordable housing for young people 

• Recreation and young people 

• Development and learning opportunities for young people  

• Engaging with young people effectively 

• The wellbeing of young people and their families 
 
The SRG has also been able to identify a number of key opportunities for young 
people on the Northern Beaches which may assist Council by providing some ideas 
on how to address these issues in the future.  
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APPENDIX 1 – NOTES FROM YOUTH SRG MEETING  
HELD ON SEPTEMBER 28 2016 

 
 
http://www.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/Joint_Strategic_Reference_Group
_Meeting_-_Vision_Session_Notes_-_workshop_results.pdf  
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APPENDIX 2 – NOTES FROM YOUTH SRG 
MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 9 

 
 
Item 5.3 NORTHERN BEACHES YOUNG PEOPLE’S SENSE OF BELONGING AND  
  CONNECTEDNESS WITH THEIR COMMUNITY, PEOPLE AND PLACE 
 
 

DISCUSSION 

Suzi Pawley, Youth and Families Coordinator provided an overview of the Northern Beaches 
young people sense of belonging and connectedness with their community, people and 
place and highlighted the following points: 

 

1. Challenges & Opportunities for Young People on the Northern Beaches 

• Northern Beaches young people – demographics 

• Sub groups 

• Current planning – meeting the needs of sub groups 

• Who are the providers / leads? 

• Barriers 

• Strategies for Northern Beaches Council  

2. Activity 1 

• Who are our young people? 

• Who are our youth sub-groups? 

3. Activity 2 

• Meeting the needs of sub-groups 

4. Activity 3 

• Youth Persona 

• Barriers & Strategies  

 
 

A summary of the workshop is below. 

  



Key Issues for Young People – SRG Issues Paper Page 19 

 

Youth Subgroups       Providers/ leaders  

 

Art & culture – barriers and opportunities 
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Tertiary students – challenges and opportunities

 

Volunteers – barriers and strategies 
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APPENDIX 3 – 

 

NOTES ON YOUNG PEOPLE AND TRANSPORT DISCUSSION 

 

27 APRIL 2017 YOUTH SRG WORKSHOP 
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APPENDIX 4 – DRAFT CSP GOALS AND STRATEGIES 

 

9 FEBRUARY 2017 YOUTH SRG WORKSHOP 
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APPENDIX 5 – YOUTH SRG WORKSHOP NOTES - 27 APRIL 2017  
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